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Have you ever heard of
BLUE STRAGGLERS?
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The Anasazi of Chaco 
Canyon, New Mexico

The Anasazi were a mysterious people 
who lived in Arizona and New Mexico 
about a thousand years ago. A recently 
discovered site called Penasco Blanco 
shows a depiction on a cave wall of 
what must be a supernova explosion. 
The relative orientations of the 
crescent moon and the star make it 
very likely that this is a recording of 
the supernova which created the Crab 
Nebula in 1054 A.D. This supernova, 
which would have been about five 
times brighter than Venus for about 
three weeks, was also recorded by 
Chinese astronomers. The Anasazi also 
built a solar observatory called 
Hovenweep Castle at Four Corners. All 
of this evidence points to the fact that 
the Anasazi were quite experienced 
sky-watchers, as are their probable 
descendents, the Pueblo Indians. Source: www.StarTeachAstronomy.com
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It will miss the Earth by 31,300 KM. That is 
closer than some geostationary satellites.

FUTURE



August 2019



August 2019
www.whatsouttonight.com

Clusters, Nebulae, Galaxies +
ly = Light year, a unit of distance. 1 ly = 6 trillion miles. 

• Albireo. This 3rd magnitude stars becomes two 
stars, a blue and gold splendor, in a telescope 
with just 50x. Coma Cluster. Sprinkle of 40+ 
stars. Appears as a faint haze in dark skies. 
Spans 4.5°. In COMA BERENICES. 

• Coathanger Cluster. Ten stars that form the 
shape of a singlewire coathanger. In 
VULPECULA. 

• IC4665. A cluster of 30 stars that is best in 
binoculars. It spans an area larger than the 
Moon. In OPHIUCHUS. 

• M4. Globular Cluster. Distance: 7,200 ly / 
Diameter: 68 ly / Mag 5.6 / Spans 30'. Contains 
10,000+ stars. In SCORPIUS. 

• M6. Similar to and above M7, this cluster also 
has 80 stars but it is a little fainter and 1/4 the 
size. In SCORPIUS. 

• M7. Ptolemy’s Cluster. A great cluster, nice in 
binoculars or telescope. About 80 stars at 
magnitude 3.3 spaning an area lager than the 
Moon. Can see as a “patch” with eyes. In 

 

• M13. Globular Cluster. Distance: 21,000 ly / 
Diameter: 104 ly / Mag 5.8 / Spans 17'. Contains 
500,000 stars. In HERCULES.

• M22. Globular Cluster. Distance: 10,400 ly / 
Diameter: 88 ly / Mag 5.1 / Spans 29'. 100,000+ 
stars. In SAGITTARIUS.

• M51. Whirlpool Galaxy. Distance: 37 million ly / 
Diameter: 118,000 ly / Mag 8.1 / Spans 11'. In 
CANES VENATICI. 

• M57. Ring Nebula (Planetary). Distance: 1360 ly
/ Diameter: 0.5 to 1 ly / Mag 9 / Spans 1.3'. In 
LYRA. Remnants of a dying star. 

• M81/82. Bode’s Galaxies. Visible in many light 
polluted skies. M82 shaped like a cigar. Mags 
6.8/8.1. In URSA MAJOR. Mizar. Two stars with 
good eyes or binoculars. Three stars with a 
telescope at 50x. Located in the handle of the 
Big Dipper.
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Visual Observers
Corner



Tonight’s Guest Speaker



Member 
Astrophotos, Sketches, and 

Paintings



Cheryl Kerr
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Forest Arnold
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Ian Slepian
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Jim Tomney









Upcoming Events

• August 21-25: York County Star Party – Susquehannock State Park

• August 31: Members Star Party – Alpha Ridge
• September 7: Public Star Party – Alpha Ridge
• Yoga Under the Stars – 7:30PM-8:00PM
• September 28: Members Star Party – Alpha Ridge





Next month’s meeting is on Thursday, 
July 20st, 2019 at 7 PM

Dr. Sibasish Laha
Assistant Research Scientist

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center

Topic: “To the Moon and Beyond… An Astronomical 
Journey”
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